CONTRIBUTORS
Suresh Doss
WRITER, “EAT THE CITY” (PAGE 58)
Doss is a writer and videographer whose publication
credits include Toronto Life, the Globe and Mail and
Foodism (where he is an editor).
FAVE WEEKEND ACTIVITY: “I love spending Saturday
mornings at Toronto farmers’ markets (the
Evergreen Brick Works and the St. Lawrence Market
are regular hits). It’s a great way to keep on top of
seasonality and to draw inspiration for cooking.”

Jaime Hogge
PHOTOGRAPHER, “CULTURAL RENAISSANCE” (PAGE 30)
Hogge is an award-winning editorial photographer
whose work has appeared in the pages of Maclean’s,
The Walrus, Canadian Business and others.
FAVE WEEKEND ACTIVITY: “Hitting up the Junction
Farmers Market on Saturday morning with my wife,
followed by coffee and taking our dog for an afternoon romp in High Park.”

Nikki Ormerod
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WRITER, “DRINK LOCAL” (PAGE 66)
Tancock writes for various publications, including the
Globe and Mail, WestJet Magazine and Best Health, and
is co-founder of Tavanberg, a custom content agency.
FAVE WEEKEND ACTIVITY: “A yoga-Pilates fusion class at
MISFITSTUDIO with a good friend, followed by a
made-to-order smoothie at Greenhouse Juice Co.”

Tara Nolan
WRITER, “GREEN CITY” (PAGE 43)
Nolan’s byline has appeared in the Guardian,
the Toronto Star and Canadian Cycling. She is the
author of Raised Bed Revolution and a co-founder
of savvygardening.com.
FAVE WEEKEND ACTIVITY: “When I lived close to the
Don Valley, I loved morning rides on the mountainbike trails that end at the Evergreen Brick Works
Farmers Market.”
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PHOTOGRAPHER, “STREET STYLE” (PAGE 37)
Ormerod has shot award-winning photography for
major global brands, while her editorial work has
appeared in Toronto Life, enRoute and Maclean’s.
FAVE WEEKEND ACTIVITY: “I’ve lived in Toronto for
13 years and have always enjoyed taking the ferry
to the Toronto Islands. We go with a cooler and
towels and just spend the whole day and night on
the beach. It’s the best!”
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CITY CONFIDENTIAL

Canary District

Cyclists

City Hall podium green roof

CIT Y OF TORONTO (CIT Y HALL GREEN ROOF); ANNA COSTA (CANARY DISTRICT)

GREEN

CITY
T

oronto is frequently voted one of the world’s
most livable cities for a number of reasons,
including its commitment to the environment.
Out-of-use spaces have become sources of civic pride,
while a slew of forward-thinking initiatives have put
Toronto on the map as a leader in sustainable growth
and urban development.
“Toronto is a leader in environmental initiatives,”
says Jennifer Keesmaat, chief planner and executive

Five ways Toronto leads
in sustainability.
BY TARA NOLAN

director of the City of Toronto. “Our policies are emulated by jurisdictions around the world, such as
requiring green roofs, bird-friendly development
guidelines and sustainable performance measures
for new development, protection of ravines and the
environmentally significant areas within them.”
Here are five ways Toronto is adding to an important
environmental legacy that will have a profound effect
on various communities for years to come.
➜
2017 TORONTO
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Corktown Common Park

1 SMART CITY PLANNING

Keesmaat says the environment and
sustainability figure into the strategy of
every major project that the city undertakes through the official plan policies, the
Toronto Green Standard and long-range
planning. This includes where and how the
city will grow and projecting the potential
impacts of climate change. In fact, Toronto
was recently named to the Rockefeller
Foundation’s 100 Resilient Cities network,
whose mandate is to help “cities around the
world become more resilient to the physical, social and economic challenges that
are a growing part of the 21st century.”
Everything from preparing for more
e x t r e m e w e at h e r e v e nt s — c r e at i n g
bioswales and improving stormwater
retention—to coming up with a plan to balance protection of ravines and natural
areas with increased use is on the table.
“Toronto is already an international
leader in developing effective and innovative approaches to protecting the environment and developing in a sustainable
manner,” explains Keesmaat. “We need to
continue this trajectory by raising the bar
and continuing to promote innovative and
effective solutions that result in a cleaner,
greener and healthier city that will continue to attract people to live, work and invest
in the city.”
44

TORONTO 2017

Evergreen Brick Works

URBAN
2 COOL
REVITALIZATION PROJECTS

The city has become adept at transforming
underutilized former industrial settings
into thriving community spaces—some
residential and some public. Here are a
few examples.
➜ Evergreen Brick Works: It’s hard to
believe this eco Shangri-La in the leafy Don
Valley was the site of a brick factory from
1889 to 1984. After a major overhaul, it was
reborn as the Evergreen Brick Works in
2010 and features a farmers’ market; celeb
chef Brad Long’s Cafe Belong, with its
emphasis on sustainable, ethically sourced
food; space for non-profits and socially conscious private enterprises; hiking trails; a
winter skating rink and much more.
➜ Hearn Generating Station: This former
power plant served as a powerful backdrop
(pun intended) for 2016’s Luminato Festival,
Toronto’s 10-day arts and creativity celebration. A $2.5-million transformation

turned the isolated shell in the Port Lands
into theatre and gallery space.
➜ Museum of Contemporary Art Toronto
Canada (MOCA): This fall, MOCA will officially open the doors of its new home in the
stalwart Tower Automotive Building.
Located in the Lower Junction, it will be an
integral facet of a new mixed-use community conceived by development company
Castlepoint Numa.
➜ The Distillery Historic District: A collection of neglected Victorian buildings in
a historic, film-worthy setting were transformed into a charming neighbourhood in
2003. Both locals and tourists enjoy the
ambience at the restaurants and patios,
galleries and studios, and unique shops,
not to mention the a nnua l bustl ing,
European-inspired Christmas market.
➜ Canary District: This area east of The
Distillery Historic District has played host
to a variety of businesses over the years,
but until fairly recently it was a forgotten
www.SeeTorontoNow.com

Ryerson University

Hearn Generating Station

pocket of the city. The 2015 Pan Am and
Parapan Am Games changed all that when
a neighbourhood was conjured up to house
the athletes with a plan for permanent residents to move in once the Games were
over. Now the area features condos, a park,
restaurants, a YMCA and more.

ANNA COSTA (CORKTOWN COMMON); LODOE LAURA (BRICKWORKS);
LUMINATO FESTIVAL (HEARN GENERATING STATION); RYERSON UNIVERSIT Y

3 GREEN ROOFS

Toronto is the f irst city in North
America to pass a green roof bylaw that
requires new commercial, institutional and
residential developments that have a minimum gross f loor area of 2,000 square
metres (21, 528 square feet) to include a
green roof in their construction. To prove
the city practises what it preaches, Toronto
City Hall installed one of the first, the publicly accessible City Hall podium green roof.
Now about 500 green roofs dot the city.
Toronto can boast that it has 196,000
square metres (2.1 million square feet)
of green roof area and that about 60 new
green roofs are created per year. Notable
examples sit atop Ryerson University and
the Toronto Central YMCA, which includes
a running track and space for outdoor
yoga classes.
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A WALKABLE AND BIKEABLE CITY

The city has devised its Complete
Streets Guidelines to ensure that any new
@SeeTorontoNow

@SeeTorontoNow

street design and construction projects will
aim to be safe and harmoniously accommodate a variety of users, from pedestrians
and cyclists to transit and cars.
Car-free days organized by Open Streets
TO, an organization that encourages
replacing car traffic with people traffic to
improve their overall health, is gaining
traction. And last year was a pivotal one for
cyclists, as the city launched a pilot bike
lane project on Bloor Street West to make
this busy thoroughfare safer for those on
two wheels. Furthermore, the Bike Share
Toronto program doubled its fleet.
Perhaps the most major announcement
in 2016 was the Rail Deck Park plan, which
will connect five neighbourhoods in the
downtown core. As more and more families choose to stay in cities rather than
escape to the burbs, large-scale initiatives
like this will encourage urban living. The
21-acre project will see the major rail corridor spanning from Bathurst to Blue Jays
Way turned into one massive park, linking
destinations in a way both residents and
tourists will like.

5 GROUNDBREAKING TECH

S i n c e 2 0 0 4 , To r o n t o h a s b e e n
exploiting its proximity to Lake Ontario—
in a positive way. That year, it partnered
with Enwave, a company committed to

Bike Share Toronto

sustainable energy solutions, to bring
deep-lake-water cooling to more than
30 major buildings downtown, such as the
A i r C a n a d a C ent r e , S t e a m W h i s t le
Brewing and The Ritz-Carlton Toronto.
Basically, rather than using traditional air
conditioning units, a pumping station
pumps cold lake water through a series of
pipes that is used to cool buildings.
Keesmaat says deep lake water cooling
could be a game changer for Toronto’s
low-carbon future and lists other sustainable energy projects worth noting: a collabor at ion b e t we en t he Gr e en M a rke t
Acceleration Program and Hydrostor Inc. to
implement an underwater compressed-air
energy storage system; developing lowc a r b o n d i s t r i c t e n e r g y s y s t e m s at
Exhibition Place and the Westwood Theatre
Lands in Etobicoke; guidelines to make the
Port Lands, the home of Hollywood North,
one of the world’s largest net-zero districts
and more.
Despite an increasingly dense urban population—Toronto is expected to grow by
one and a half percent this year—the city
has established itself as a beacon of green
innovation via multiple thoughtful initiatives with many more on the horizon.
2017 TORONTO

45

